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Abstract: 32 years have been passed since the concepts that soft makes instrument was put forward in 1979, that
CATAI was present in 1983 in china, and that soft is instrument in 1986 in America, that cloud smarter instrument
was put forward in 2009 in china. Now the virtual instruments(VI) gain more and more popularity, and are widely
used in all walks of life. And we are in the era of V1. The next development stage is the smarter instrument era. The
features and development direction are pointed out, the recent advances in hardware and software of COINV,
introductions to the first national VI design contest and promoting of VI in china. .
Keywords: Virtual Instrument(V1), Computer Acquisition, Test and Analysis Instrument(CATAI),
Smarter Instrument, Cloud Computing
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